STATEMENT OF POLICY
As a new policy of the Journal, the Board of Editors have decided to invite views of noted experts in the field of actual and controversial problems in vascular diseases. These views will be presented as "special editorials."
These editorials do not necessarily reflect the consensus of the Board of Editors of the Journal, and the Board will make no efforts to impose its views on them. They are intended to present individual opinions from the leaders of our profession.
We will also invite and, if possible, provide a place in the Journal for the expression of opposite viewpoints.
Ever since my first taste of librarianship emptying the carts into the stacks at Stanford University Library it has been my good fortune to be within walking distance of' a superb medical library facility; first, it was the Lane Library in San Francisco, then the Surgeon-General's Library in Washington, D.C., and ever since the Lane Library moved to Palo Alto, the University of' California Library on Parnassus heights. Ten years ago the National Library of Medicine was established in Bethesda, Maryland and Dr. Martin Cummings named director. The collection of the Surgeon-General's Library was transferred thereto and under the extraordinary guidance of' Dr. Cummings and his staff' the National Library of Medicine has become not only the largest, but the most unique reference center in the world. Connected by on-line computer to its various regional medical libraries and med-line terminals throughout the country it offers to physicians in medical schools and teaching hospitals an almost instantaneous bibliographic retrieval system. In the light of the tremendous explosion of medical knowledge this matchless access to the world of' medical literature greatly facilitates the background research and preparation of the protocol and the bibliography necessary for a medical essay or communication.
The availability of the med-line search inserts a new responsibility to not only the authors of' a medical communication but to the editorial board of' a journal or other vehicle of medical information. Although many times articles are submitted which the editorial board readily recognize as being re-discoveries or inadequately researched material, nowadays, it is the med-line search initiated by an editorial consultant that will turn up an amazing amount of material by previous authors. The time honored principle that credit and honor are due to those scientists who first proposed or elaborated a new medical procedure, a method of treatment, or in brief any inovation is now made more possible with the extension of this service. But more important, the early use of this material will avoid the long tedious process of conducting experiments, clinical studies and trials of operative procedures which have already been described and established or rejected by the critical judgement of clinical trial. Now the retrospectoscope is available to all.
For those of us not acquainted with the services available a glossary of the acronyms is as follows:
MEDLINE (MEDLARS* on-Line) is an on-line bibliographic search service designed by the National Library of Medicine to provide health professionals with rapid access to current journal literature. The MEDLINE data base consists of citations to articles from the 2700 journals indexed for Index Medicus, Index to Dental Literature, and International Nursing Index. The MEDLINE data base is designed to be a two-to-three-year file of the most recent journal literature. Citations are retrieved from the data base by the coordination of appropriate search terms, such as subject headings, authors, and languages. These terms are formulated into search statements utilizing Boolean logic (and, or, and not) to describe the subject of the search. Search statements are entered on a typewriter-like terminal which is connected to the National Library of Medicine's computer via a telecommunications system. Citations to articles that match the specific requirements are retrieved while the operator is at the terminal. These citations can then be printed immediately if the bibliography is 25 citations or less. Larger bibliographies are printed &dquo;off-line&dquo; and mailed from the National Library of Medicine to the requester.
The Biomedical Library is charged for partial costs of the telecommunications system and the cost of off-line prints. Since library funding is not available to absorb these charges, the cost of the service is passed on to individual users. A MEDLINE search costs $5.00 for a maximum of 300 citations.
To reduce overhead costs, all service must be prepaid. Payment may be made by checks or departmental service blankets. SDILINE (Selective Dissemination of Information on-line) provides a monthly update service based on a previous MEDLINE search. It provides access to all new journal citations indexed for MEDLARS each month. SDILINE citations are accessible one month before the corresponding issue of Index Medicus is published. CATLINE (Cataloging on-line) is the National Library of Medicine's (NLM) on-line data base containing full bibliographic data for all material catalogued by NLM and published in the NLM Current Catalog since 1965. The file is updated biweekly. A subject or author search of the CATLINE data base costs $5.00 for a maximum of 300 citations. TOXLINE (Toxicology on-line) is an extensive collection of bibliographic citations, accessible on-line, compiled by the Toxicology Information Program of the National Library of' Medicine. Abstracts, some of' which are copyrighted, are available for most citations.
Toxicology and pharmacodynamics of drugs; drug interactions; adverse effects and poisoning by drugs, hazardous household, agricultural and industrial products; and effects of environmental pollutants on biological systems are subject areas included in the TOXLINE files.
Your hospital librarian will know how to obtain the material for you from the nearest terminal.
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